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on making that submission he would suspend the cen-
sure which the whole world expected to fall on
the contumacious republic.   We hear not that
Venice trembled at this holy censure ; history records
no proof of her fear or submission.

Through Venice flowed into Western Europe almost
all those remains of ancient art, and even of ancient
letters, which had some effect in awakening the slum-
bering genius of Latin Europe. The other western
kingdoms were content mostly with reliques ; perhaps
the great marts of Flanders, and the rising Hanse Towns
had some share, more or less direct, in Eastern com-
merce ; but besides the religious spoils, Venice alone,
and through Venice Italy, was moved with some yet
timid admiration of profaner works, such as the horses
of Lysippus, which now again stand in her great Place
of St. Mark. Venice, after the conquest of Constan-
tinople, became a half Byzantine city. Her great
church of St. Mark still seems as if it had migrated
from the East ; its walls glow with Byzantine mosaic ;
its treasures are Oriental in their character as in their
splendour.